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Field Trip Leader Policy Statement and Waiver 

 
1. All NOCI field trip leaders must be designated by NOCI to facilitate public and 

member participation in organized excursions into pre-selected wilderness areas and 

conduct other recreational and educational activities. Excursion events are posted on the NOCI web site 

with contact information. 

 

2. All designated NOCI Field Trip Leaders are required to sign the policy statement and waiver at the start 

of each field trip season. The Field Trip Leaders’ Policy Statement and Waiver are available on the NOCI 

website.  

 

3. At the beginning of an organized field trip prior to field trip departure, field trip leaders shall provide a 

copy of the NOCI Consent and Liability Release Agreement to participants. Field trip leaders shall advise 

all participants that each of them is required to read and sign the Release Agreement and return it to the 

designated NOCI field trip leader who will collect the signed agreements at the time of sign in. The signed 

form shall be returned to the field trip coordinator for safe keeping after the trip.  Participants declining to 

sign the Release Agreement shall not be permitted to participate in the field trip.  

 

4. In the event that a participant declines to sign a Waiver form, the trip leader shall make a note 

accordingly on the Release Agreement including the name of the member so declining to sign, and the 

Trip Leader shall not permit that member to participate in the field trip. The Trip Leader shall explain to 

the Member so declining to sign that this failure to sign the Release Agreement would violate our liability 

insurance. The trip leader shall prepare a brief written report explaining what happened and forward it to 

the Field Trip Coordinator and the President of NOCI promptly after the field trip.  

 

5. The designated field trip leader shall refuse to permit any participant from participating in a field trip in 

all appropriate circumstances, including without limiting the generality of the forgoing, where in the 

opinion of the field trip leader the member has declined to sign the Release Agreement, or endangers the 

safety of members, is likely to cause a disruption or is intoxicated or impaired as a result of alcohol, drugs, 

or in the opinion of the field trip leader will not likely be able to comply with or abide by instructions of 

the field trip leader, or is likely to fail to comply with NOCI field trip guidelines for any reason 

whatsoever, or is likely to cause harm to the ecosystem or plants in which the field trip will be conducted.   

 

6. The trip leader shall ensure that an adequate first aid kit is readily available on all field trips. 

 

7. The trip leader shall promptly record and report all field trip incidents to the Field Trip Coordinator and 

the President as soon as reasonably possible. 

 

8. The field trip leader shall carry the NOCI cell phone (or they may use their own). Prior to 

commencement of the Field Trip all participants shall be provided with the NOCI cell phone number 

(and/or the Field Trip Leader’s cell phone number) in case of emergency. Participants must be made 

aware that not all field trips are conducted in areas with cell phone coverage.  

 

9. The Field Trip Coordinator shall provide a list of field trip participants along with their home and cell 

phone numbers to the field trip leaders, which will be used at check-in on the day of the field trip. 

 

10. The Field Trip Coordinator shall advise trip participants upon registration as to the expected difficulty 

of the field trip conditions, details of the proposed destination, activities and duration of the Field Trip as 

well as suitable footwear (hiking shoes/rubber boots) and other attire reasonably appropriate for safely 
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completing the field trip activities. This may include advising the wearing of long pants and shirts in order 

to protect against mosquitoes, ticks, and black flies, and hats to protect against sunburn. The field trip 

coordinator shall caution participants that trips can be affected by inclement weather. After the completion 

of the Scouting Trip, the Field Trip Leaders shall advise the Field Trip Coordinator of any strenuous trails 

or difficult conditions encountered during the scouting trip. The Field Trip Coordinator shall advise all 

registrants prior to the Field Trip that they are expected to be reasonably fit for the trip and to determine if 

they have the capacity to complete the Field Trip and to advise the Field Trip Coordinator and/or Field 

Trip Leaders of any medical conditions or other conditions that might affect their ability to safely 

complete the Field Trip. 

 

11. The field trip leader shall complete a head count at each field trip departure. At the end of the Field 

Trip, the leader shall check to ensure that everyone has returned safely. 

 

12. The Field Trip Leader shall advise all Field Trip participants when they are travelling to the field trip 

destination to keep up with the other vehicles, not to go too far ahead of others or not to lag too far behind 

others, so as to stay with the group at all times and to advise the trip leaders if the participant is voluntarily 

leaving the group for any reason. A map of the destination shall be provided to all drivers to avoid anyone 

getting lost. 

 

13. Field trip leaders shall advise trip participants of a designated meeting place, preferably on a bus route. 

Leaders will encourage car-pooling for environmental reasons and inform participants that car pool 

expenses are shared among riders. 

  

14. Once at the destination field trip leaders shall caution trip participants to stay with the group, not walk 

ahead of the lead field trip leader, to stay on the trail, and not to wander off on their own out of sight or 

hailing distance from the field trip leader. 

 

15. Field trip leaders shall advise trip participants that the trip leader makes the final decision on whether 

any proposed activity during a field trip is appropriate and participants must abide by their decisions. 

 

16. The field trip leaders shall abide by and enforce the field trip policy to the best of their ability. 

 

17. The Field trip coordinator shall remind trip participants that NOCI reserves the right to cancel or 

reschedule trips due to weather conditions or insufficient volunteers to lead trips.  

 

I have read and agree to follow the NOCI Field Trip Leader Policy Statement. 

 

 

 

  Designated Field Trip Leader   Date 

 

 

 

 

  NOCI Board Officer    Date 
 


